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THE RETIREMENT OF BRUNO M. 

PONTERIO 
∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to wish great congratulations to 
Bruno M. Ponterio, who retired on De-
cember 22, 1995, after 32 years of dedi-
cated service to the Ridge Street 
School in Rye Brook, NY. 

Mr. Ponterio was honored on Decem-
ber 12, 1995 by generations of students, 
teachers, families, and friends of the 
Ridge Street School at a ceremony 
celebrating his magnificent career. Mr. 
Ponterio was the school’s assistant 
principal for 7 years and its beloved 
principal for 25 years. He announced 
his retirement in June of 1995 but as a 
testimony to their love and apprecia-
tion for his work, school officials, par-
ents, and children appealed to him to 
stay on until the end of the year. 

Marked by a constant dedication to 
the future of both the Ridge Street 
School and the children who roam its 
corridors, Mr. Ponterio has set an ex-
ample for educators nationwide. For 32 
years he has served as a role model, a 
father figure, a leader, and a friend and 
it is fitting that the Blind Brook Board 
of Education has decided to rename the 
school the Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge 
Street School. I congratulate him on a 
wonderful career and on behalf of so 
many in New York thank him for his 
years of service and guidance. 

Mr. President, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in wishing him the best of 
luck in his much deserved retirement.∑ 

f 

THE TRAVELERS AID SOCIETY OF 
DETROIT 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the Travelers Aid Soci-
ety of Detroit, MI. The Travelers Aid 
Society provides many needed and 
worthwhile services to tens of thou-
sands of residents of Metro Detroit. 

Travelers Aid Society of Detroit as-
sists people in crises related to mobil-
ity—the homeless, victims of domestic 
violence, children traveling alone, the 
physically challenged, and 50,000 trav-
elers each year at Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport. 

Through their programs of com-
prehensive case management, includ-
ing the Homeward Bound Program, 
TAS has pioneered the ‘‘Continuum of 
Care’’ concept of helping families and 
individuals climb out of homelessness. 
Homeward Bound, begun in 1992, was 
developed with the collaboration of 38 
public and private human service agen-
cies and organizations. To date, more 
than 500 families have recovered from 
the effects of homelessness because of 
the project. 

TAS has been a pioneering agency in 
adopting comprehensive case manage-
ment for the human services field. 
Travelers Aid is also the State of 
Michigan’s representative to the Inter-
state Compact on Runaways, helping 
to return home some 250 runaway 
youths each year. 

I know my Senate colleagues join me 
in honoring Travelers Aid Society for 

the fine work it has done for people of 
the Detroit area.∑ 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO ACTIONS 
TAKEN BY THE CUBAN GOVERN-
MENT 

∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, on Satur-
day afternoon we were all troubled by 
the announcements that two civilian 
aircraft belonging to the Brothers to 
the Rescue, organization had been shot 
down by a Cuban Mig–29. This event, 
described by the President and other 
world leaders as ‘‘abominable’’ and 
‘‘abhorrent’’ is yet another signal that 
business as usual continues in Castro’s 
tyrannical regime. 

President Clinton has referred to the 
attack in the press as, ‘‘an appalling 
reminder of the nature of the Cuban re-
gime: repressive, violent, scornful of 
international law.’’ I couldn’t agree 
with him more. However, this action 
requires more than just a rhetorical re-
sponse. Almost a year ago Senator 
JESSE HELMS, chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, had 
begun work on legislation designed to 
tighten the embargo and isolate the 
brutal regime of Fidel Castro. It is 
time for the Congress to complete ac-
tion on this bill. 

The President announced a series of 
actions he proposed in response to this 
unwarranted attack. These included: 
ensuring that the families of the pilots 
are compensated; imposing restrictions 
on Cuban nationals traveling in the 
United States; suspending United 
States charter flights into Cuba; and 
passing the Helms-Burton Act. The 
Helms-Burton legislation, referred to 
as the Cuban Libertad Act, includes a 
number of provisions which would: 
strengthen international sanctions 
against the Castro government in 
Cuba; develop a plan to support a tran-
sition government leading to a demo-
cratically elected government in Cuba; 
and enact provisions addressing the un-
authorized use of United States-cit-
izen-owned property confiscated by the 
Castro government. 

Mr. President, I am pleased to see 
that President Clinton has committed 
to take action on this situation and 
has decided to support the Cuban 
Libertad Act. This is a welcome shift 
in his policy of engagement with Fidel 
Castro, to include steps taken last year 
to ease the Cuban sanctions. 

Mr. President, the policy of engage-
ment has failed. Therefore, it is time to 
complete action on the Helms-Burton 
bill, the Cuba Libertad Act. This is the 
next step in a long road leading toward 
releasing Castro’s dictatorial ties that 
have bound the people of Cuba.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
SERVICE MEMBERS 

∑ Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize a courageous group of 1.25 million 
veterans whose contributions in our 

victory in the Second World War have 
gone for too long largely unnoticed. 
The military policy at that time, of 
segregation and exclusion from combat 
roles, would make one believe that 
there were no African-American com-
batants in the war against Nazi Ger-
many. 

In late 1944, German forces mounted 
what would be their final offensive in 
the Belgian Ardennes. This maneuver, 
later to gain infamy as the ‘‘Battle of 
the Bulge,’’ pressed into service 2,500 
black troops as separate platoons in 
white companies. Black units, like the 
333d Field Artillery Battalion, would 
also participate as combatants. 

These brave young men performed 
superbly. They were part of the valiant 
effort to hold off the Germans until 
help, in the form of General Patton’s 3d 
Army, could defeat the last gasp of the 
Third Reich. 

As chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I feel it is 
so appropriate that we recognize those 
soldiers who served their Nation so 
proudly overseas—despite the second- 
class treatment they then received 
here. Specifically I would like to single 
out a group of 11 soldiers from the 333d 
Field Artillery Battalion who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the defense of our 
Nation. 

It is common knowledge that the 
battle in Bastogne saw the massacre of 
American POW’s by German troops. 
The tragedy of Malmedy immediately 
comes to many minds. The event was 
well documented and the town’s inhab-
itants erected a monument in honor of 
the troops who were trying to deliver 
their town to freedom. 

A similar horrible event occurred 
only 14km away in Wereth. Here the 11 
black soldiers who were executed and 
tortured there, go almost wholly 
unmentioned in most texts about the 
fight for Bastogne. Their unit had be-
come bogged down in the mire and mud 
and had suffered casualties from both 
artillery and Luftwaffe attacks. Much 
of the unit was captured. These 11 men 
escaped on foot, armed with only 2 ri-
fles. In the town of Wereth they found 
refuge with a Belgian family, but were 
later captured by German troops. Be-
cause they refused to tell the Germans 
the identities of Allied sympathizers, 
they suffered a similar fate as their 
comrades in Malmedy. The Panzer 
troops first humiliated, then beat, and 
finally executed the 11 black soldiers. 

War crimes investigators had no wit-
nesses to the massacre and the inquiry 
was ended. The incident was nearly for-
gotten after the war. 

After many years the town of Wereth 
dedicated a permanent monument to 
the men who lost their lives to free 
Belgium and defend liberty. 

It is long past time that America too 
learn of and appreciate the sacrifice of 
these soldiers. During this Black His-
tory Month let us commemorate the 
supreme effort and sacrifice of the men 
of the 333d Field Artillery Battalion 
and all patriotic black veterans who 
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